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Objectives:
• Briefly discuss young people’s rights in Wales and what they are 

entitled to when they become homeless.

• Outline four common forms of crime that young homeless people 
experience and explain how they affect their experiences of 
homelessness.

• Discuss the roles and responsibilities of youth hostels.

• Explain how I aim to carry out the research and the importance of 
findings.

• Questions and suggestions.



The Welsh Commitment to the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC)

• UNCRC should be considered when making policy that concerns children and young people in 
Wales (0-25 years of age).

• Local authorities have a duty to promote the UNCRC when delivering child services.

• The UNCRC states that when dealing with children and young people, the following areas 
should be considered:

 children should be protected from any form of violence (Article 19);

 children should be protected from dangerous drugs (Article 33); 

 and children should be protected from exploitation (Article 36).



Crime takes many Forms.
1. Previous experiences of crime

Victims of crime (Watts et al, 2015; Embledon et al, 2016).
Committing crimes – Where young people are placed (Randall and Brown, 
2001; Arnull et al, 2007; Thomas, 2013). 

2. Young people committing crimes 
Peer pressure (Fitch, 2009; Stone, 2010; Baron, 2013).
Drug Use (Johnson and Chamberlain, 2008; Martijn and Sharpe, 2006).
Gaining respect through violence (Fitch, 2009; Anderson, 1999; Baron, 2013).
Survival crime (SEU, 2002; Hall, 2003; Quilgars et al. 2008)

3. Young people being a victim of crime 
No grassing culture (Newburn and Rock. 2005; Yates, 2006).
Unreported crime and confidence in the authorities (Yates, 2006).
Exploitation (Stone, 2010; Pona and Crellin, 2015).
Location of hotels (Crellin and Pona, 2015). 

4. The fear of crime alone
Psychological stress for young people (Stafford et al, 2007; Lorenc et al, 2013).
A bad reputation could prevent young people from accessing hostels and 
choosing to sleep rough.



The long-term impact of crime

• Mental and Physical Health Problems 
(Crowley, 2012).

• Drug Use (Johnson and Chamberlain, 
2008).

• Criminal Records (Goldson, 2000).



The Aims of Temporary 
Accommodation for Young People

• Create a safe environment for young people.

• Support young people and enable them to live 

independently.

• To create positive pathways for young people.

• Minimise risks that young people are faced 

with.



Carrying out the Research

• Main focus is to be on hostels.

• Comparative study – Swansea and Cardiff.

• Methods shall be largely influenced by young 

people through initial participatory 

observations.





Questions or Suggestions
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